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Amendments to Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the instant 
application: 



T Jsting of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for exposing [[order]] transaction status in a 
supply chain having disparate systems, comprising: 

a trading partner exchange electronically receiving an order from a first trading 
partner system^ said received order being associated with a first trading partner system 
identifier, said order initiating a transaction; 

responsive to receiving the order, the trading partner exchange automatically 
assigning a unique transaction identifier to the transaction; 

thB trading partner exchange electronical ly receivine at least one activity 
notification from at least a second tra ding partner system, the at least one activity 
nntifiratinn indicating an action corresponding to the transaction and having a second 
trading partner system identifier, wherein said first trading partner system and said at 
least a second trading partner system are disp a rate systems that jointly define _ a 

transaction processing chain; 

the trading partner exchange associating said unique transaction identifier with -a 
plurality of trading partnor ayotom identifiers, arid trading partner o yatoni id o ntifiorQ 
including said first trading partner system identifier and [[a]] sajd second trading partner 
system identifier, wherein cross referencing the first and second trading partner system 
identifiers using the unique transaction identifier p rovides a stanis of the transaction at a 
point in the transaction processi ng chain: 

tho trading partnor oxohango olcotronicolly receiving o atatuo from a aooon d 
trading partner system oorreoponding to aaid transaction that ia idontifiud by tho aooond 
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trading portnor oyotom identifier, whoroin aoid firct trading partner system and ooid 
s eoond trading partn e r aystomo or e dieporoto oyat e mo; 

based upon the r e ceived ototuo, the trading portnor oxohaug i> automatically 
updating data ofiflooiotod with flto transaction, aaid data inoluding a trmiuaotion ototuoj and 

the trading partner exchange^,]] electronicaUy reporting aiiid updated data 
ouuuupondingto aoid status of the transaction via an integrated access interface. 

2. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1 , wherein said linking 
step comprises: 

providing the trading partner exchange having the integrated access interface 
communicatively linked to an access platform, said access platform having a plurality of 
layers though which access to the trading partner exchange is provided, said layers 
including an access layer, a display layer, and an analytical layer, wherein the access 
layer provides access through a plurality of different communication channels, wherein 
the display layer provides different views for different types of trading partners, wherein 
the analytical layer provides reports, and wherein trading partners using disparate 
computing systems are able to access reports of the analytical layer through views of the 
display layer via communication channels of the access layer, said disparate computing 
systems including the first trading partner system and the second trading partner system. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method according to claim 1, wherein said 
reporting step is responsive to a query received from an access platform linked to the 
integrated access interface, said access platform accessible by customers and said trading 
partners. 

4. (Previously Presented) A method for exposing order status in a supply chain 
having disparate systems, comprising: 
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receiving at a central exchange, an initial order for a transaction from one of a 
plurality of trading partners having disparate systems, said central exchange assigning a 
unique identifier for said initial order to said transaction; 

linking an identifier identifying an activity status from said trading partners for 
said transaction to said unique identifier; and 

responsive to a request for information, providing said requested information to a 
requester based on said linked identifier and said unique identifier via an access platform, 
said requested information formatted for a selected channel, wherein the central exchange 
has an integrated access interface communicatively linked to the access platform, the 
access platform having a plurality of layers though which access to the central exchange 
is provided, said layers including an access layer, a display layer, and an analytical layer, 
wherein the access layer provides access through a plurality of different communication 
channels, and wherein the display layer provides different views for different types of 
trading partners; and wherein the analytical layer provides reports, wherein trading 
partners using disparate computing systems arc able to access reports of the analytical 
layer through views of the display layer via communication channels of the access layer. 



5. (Withdrawn) A system for exposing order status in a supply chain 
having disparate systems, comprising: 

a trading partner exchange (TPE) communicatively interfaced to a plurality of 
trading partners, said TPE identifying an initial transaction and linking contending 
trading partner transaction status information with said initial transaction; 

an access platform communicatively interfaced with said TPE, said access 
platform formatting said transaction status information according to a selected channel 
format; and 

an access interface communicatively linked to said TPE, said access interface 
facilitating communication with said access platform. 
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6. (Withdrawn) A machine readable storage having stored thereon, a 
computer program having a plurality of code sections, said code sections executable by a 
machine for causing the machine to perform the steps oft 

receiving an order from a first trading partner system, said order initiating a 

transaction; 

linking a status reported by a second trading partner system corresponding to said 
transaction, wherein said first trading partner system and said second trading partner 
systems are disparate systems; and 

reporting said linked status corresponding to said transaction, said status formatted 

for a particular channel. 

7. (Withdrawn) The machine readable storage of claim 6, wherein said 

linking step comprises: 

receiving an identifier for said status reported by said second trading partner, said 

identifier corresponding to said transaction; and 

linking said received identifier to an assigned unique identifier corresponding to 

said transaction. 

8. (Withdrawn) The machine readable storage according to claim 6, 
wherein said reporting step is responsive to a query received from an access platform, 
said access platform accessible by customers and said trading partners. 

9. (Withdrawn) A machine readable storage having stored thereon, a 
computer program having a plurality of code sections, said code sections executable by a 
machine for causing the machine to perform the steps of: 
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receiving at a central exchange, an initial order for a transaction from one of a 
plurality of trading partners having disparate systems, said central exchange assigning a 
unique identifier for said initial order to said transaction, said receiving step for exposing 
order status in a supply chain having disparate systems; 

linking an identifier identifying an activity status from said trading partners for 
said transaction to said unique identifier; and 

responsive to a request for information, providing said requested information to a 
requester based on said linked identifier and said unique identifier, said requested 
information formatted for a selected channel. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein said first trading 
partner system and said second trading partner system are independently developed 
systems having different architectures. 

11. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, within the trading partner 
exchange is remotely located from the first trading partner system and the second trading 
partner system. 

12. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11, further comprising the steps 
of 

utilizing the unique transaction identifier to interface the trading partner exchange 
with the first trading partner system and to interface the trading partner exchange with the 
second trading partner system for communications associated with the transaction. 
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13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11, further comprising the step 
of: 

the trading partner exchange including a status record associated with the unique 
transaction identifier, said status record being used by the trading partner exchange to 
generate the reported updntod data a status of the transaction at at least one logical point 
in the transaction processi ng chain. 

14. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 13, further comprising the steps 
of: 

linking the first trading partner system to the unique transaction identifier using 
the first trading partner system identifier; and 

Unking the second trading partner system to the unique transaction identifier using 
the second trading partner system identifier. 

15. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11, further comprising the step 
of: 

the trading partner exchange receiving an update from a third trading partner 
system an additional activity notification indic a ting another action corresponding to the 
t ransaction and having a third trading partner svatem identifier, wherein the reported 
nprlfitrrl ilntn rrfl rtf T" 'T^nm status is based upon the additional activity notification . 

16. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 11. wherein the first trading 
partner system uses the integrated access interface to access the trading partner exchange 
through an access channel and wherein the second trading partner system uses the 
integrated access interface to access the trading partner exchange through a different 
access channel. 

7 

PAGE 8/14 * RCVD AT 12120/2005 1:27:51 PM [Eastern Standard Time] ' SVR:USPTO£FXRF-6/29 1 DNIS:2738300 * CSID:5616598313 * DURATION (mm-ss):M-14 



5616596313 T-040 P. 09/14 Job- 

IBM Docket No. BOC9-200O-0062 



DEC-20-05 13:30 F r on : AKERMAN , SENTERF i TT & EI0S0N 

U.S. Patent Appln. No. 09/896,774 
Response Dated Dec. 20, 2005 
Reply to Office Action of Sep. 20, 2005 
Docket No. 6169-198 



17. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 11, wherein the trading partners 
comprise a customer, a distributor, and a manufacturer., said method further comprising 
the step of: 

the customer, the distributor, and the manufacturer accessing the status of the 
[[order]] transaction through the integrated access interface. 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 17, wherein the integrated access 
interface provides a plurality of access channels for communicating to the trading partner 
exchange. 

1 9. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 4, wherein said disparate systems 
are independently developed systems having different architectures. 
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